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Exchange website’s days are numbered

A virtual community supposed to spread
the gospel of better teaching and learning
is to be wound down and warehoused, re-
ports australianit.com.au.

In November, the 3162 members of the ex-
change website hosted by the Australian
Learning and Teaching Council were told
by email that the idea had not lived up to
its promise.

Over the past six months, only 660 mem-
bers had accessed the site, which was set
up in 2006 to help with the task of “dis-
seminating and embedding change and
development in learning and teaching”.

Council chief executive Carol Nicoll said:
“It’s just not worth our while continuing to
invest in maintaining the exchange when
there is not a large number of people us-
ingit”’

The exchange was to serve as a kind of bul-
letin board, blog site and meeting space
for those with an interest in teaching and
learning projects.

Some 95 projects funded by the council
had used the exchange, but only 12 had
worked up extensive sites.

“Part of it is the way that academics op-
erate. They enjoy and prefer face-to-face
opportunities and they don't have a lot of

Monitor students’ Apple
devices

Apple and other handset vendors are em-
powering consumers to use their mobile
anywhere, anytime, but there has been a
lack of tools available to IT departments to
support these new devices.

Take control of your mobile endpoints
with McAfee's Enterprise Mobility Man-
agement. McAfee EMM enables complete
control, ensuring protection of the school’s
data and network assets.

It enable your school to secure and man-
age the explosion of new mobile devices,
including smartphones, netbooks, and
tablets entering the school. It allows you
to block IPhone, Ipad and IPod Touch de-
vices on policy compliance status and you

time,” Dr Nicoll said.

For those academics inclined to mix it on-
line, there are plenty of newer, universally
available social web tools, such as Google
Docs.

Sydney University’s Simon Barrie, director
of the Institute for Teaching and Learn-
ing, said: “There are now well-established
networks of discipline and topic experts in
teaching in higher education in Australia,
thanks in part to the work of the ALTC,
and these experts are now frequently con-
tacted directly for the sort of advice and
discussion the exchange might originally
have been intended to support”

Dr Nicoll said the exchange would stay
open for current projects but be wound
down and its material transferred to a re-
source library.

“We've commissioned a lot of work and
we're concerned that reports sit on shelves
or on our website.”

Apart from a new search engine for the
home website, the council will commis-
sion a series of “synthesis” reports, offering
a summary, evaluation and links to useful
material.

can also monitor the device and ensure
user and school policy compliance once
the device is connected to the school’s
network.

Even if the Apple devices coming into your
school are the students’ personal prop-
erty, once they use these devices on the
school’s network, you will need to ensure
adequate protection of the school’s data
and network assets.

With McAfee EMM you can allow (person-
al) Apple devices into your school without
compromising the security of the school’s
network.

More information can be found at: www.
mcafee.com/us/enterprise/products/mo-
bile_security/enterprise_mobility_man-
agement.html or you can call Mark
Carrick on 08 9473 3824 for a more
indepth discussion.

EDUCATION ONLINE
Check out the education
specials at www.moncrieff.
com.au/education-online

Lenovo ThinkPad Edge
4GB RAM/250GB HDD/13"/WIN
7/1.7KG/Bluetooth/Camera/Core
i5-470UM
$767 + GST

Microsoft education
resources

Microsoft has recently published an over-
view of education resources and programs
under their‘partners in learning’ program.

Resources listed include websites such as
Microsoft Mathematics, where you can
plot graphs in 2D and 3D, calculate nu-
merical rsults, solve equations or inequali-
ties and simplify algebraic expressions.

Over 40 other useful websites are includ-
ed in this overview and can be download-
ed at www.moncrieff.com.au/brochures.

Moncrieff services

Windows 7 and Office 2010
deployment, extended

warranty, SOE loading, software
maintenance.

089473 3888 or
Ask us for a competitive quote today



My School site ‘an utter mess’

FROM AUSTRALIANIT.COM.AU

ACARA has hired 11 new staff members to
address concerns before the updated My
School website goes live in December.

Education experts have called for the
board of the government body respon-
sible for My School to step aside if issues
raised over the publishing of incorrect
data are not resolved before the revamped
website goes live.

Schools Minister Peter Garrett avoided
questions about whether he would con-
sider delaying the website’s launch until
all the problems were ironed out. But an
ACARA spokesman confirmed it had hired
11 extra staff to deal with school alarm.

“We're confident that with our resources,
we'll be able to roll out the site with proper
and correct financial data,” the spokesman
said.

The Australian reported that financial data
on the My School preview portal were
riddled with errors, with independent
schools finding major discrepancies be-
tween information they had provided and
that which appeared on the site.

Independent schools fear that if the up-
dated website goes live as planned, incor-
rect data could smash their reputations
and lead parents to false conclusions
about the value they are getting for their
school fees.

Executive director of the Association of
Independent Schools of NSW, Geoff New-
combe, said there needed to be “some ac-
countability” for the botched information.
“This essentially is a company running a
major project and someone has to accept
responsibility,” Mr Newcombe said.

“| feel for the board of ACARA but they've
got to consider whether they say we can
fix it or if they step aside and let someone
come in who can. | think that’s an option
and | just feel very strongly about it

Chief executive of Catholic Schools Aus-
tralia, Stephen O'Doherty, said he believed
the responsibility lay with Mr Garrett.

“Ultimately, it has got to be the minis-
ter that accounts for the performance of
ACARA,” Mr Doherty said.

Mr Garrett said yesterday he did not be-
lieve his department was letting him
down on the My School rollout, unlike dur-
ing the home insulation scheme when he
was environment minister.

“It's not a question of whether or not any-
one has been let down, it's a question of
making sure that ACARA continue to work
through any issues that have been raised
in a comprehensive and thorough matter

and that is what | am expecting they will
do,” he said.

Opposition education spokesman Chris-
topher Pyne said the updated My School
website was an “utter mess”and Mr Garrett
needed to personally oversee the consul-
tation process to ensure it was handled
correctly.

“I am very concerned that if the website
goes ahead in its current form, the gov-
ernment will use it as an excuse to reduce
funding to non-government schools,” he
said.

There are so many great digital diversions
out there in cyberspace that are perfect
for wasting time. These easy-to-learn
games don't require a lengthy commit-
ment, so they're ideal for when you need
a quick pick-me-up, or when you want

to give the kids ten minutes of play time
after a responsive learning session. Each
game is suitable for players of all ages.

Insaniquarium Deluxe

This game challenges you to feed a grow-
ing number of fish, collect all the coins
that they drop, and unlock unique pets as
you advance through more than 20 play
levels. The problem is, each fish requires
special food that you must purchase with
coins, or else you'll find them belly up in
the tank. You must also buy upgradeable
weapons to protect your school from
nasty aliens. Strange and strangely addic-
tive!

Moraff’s MoreJongg

This classic puzzle asks players to cor-
rectly match and remove two similar tiles
from a pile - but only the ones on the
top and sides are accessible. The goal is
to clear the entire screen, but you must
use strategic tactics since there’s more
than one match per tile design and you
can't render the tiles underneath inacces-
sible. Gamers can choose from various
tile layouts, background art, tile sets, and
cursors.

SolSuite

If you're still playing the Solitaire games
that are bundled with Windows, you don’t
know what you're missing. SolSuite is

a free download that contains a whop-
ping 455 solitaire card games, such as
Klondike, FreeCell, Pyramid, Monte Carlo,
Spider, Golf, Canfield, and Forty Thieves.
This collection also contains a few original
Solitaire variations that you won't find
elsewhere. Along with its pick-up-and-
play accessibility, this set of games enjoys
a number of features such as a “show a
legal move” command, game demos,
extensive rules, and customisable back-
grounds.

Aqua Bubble 2

This addictive game challenges players to
launch colored bubbles at other colored
bubbles as they move toward the bottom
of the screen. When three or more bub-
bles of the same color touch one another,
they pop and disappear. If the bubbles
touch the bottom, the game’s over. The
cannon that shoots the bubbles can be
rotated side to side, so part of the strat-
egy is to use the walls to bounce the bub-
bles into hard-to-reach areas. Along with
cute graphics, music, and sound effects,
Aqua Bubble 2 adds special powers, such
as the ability to temporarily freeze bub-
bles to prevent them from descending.

Superball Arcade
This program is a new combination of old
games like Breakout, Arkanoid, Asteroids,
and Pinball. The goal of the first level is to
prevent a ball from touching the floor by
catching it with a paddle that you control
with your mouse. The twist is that you're

periodically besieged by falling cows and
flying wolves. Each level promises some-

thing different and quite unexpected. yfff

e-safe education

The most comprehensive
behavioural management tool

and pastoral care support service
available! Keep an eye on stu-
dents’IT behaviour and protect
them from harmful content as
well as cyber bullying. Go to
www.moncrieff.com.au/e-safe for
more info.

Moncrieff is a Perth owned and operated
IT company, providing reliable IT services

with integrity and has been operating since
1966.




